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  Inside this issue: 

Spring has arrived!  
That means the 
arrival of new 
friends out and 
about enjoying the 
nice weather.  
This is a great 
time to meet new 

moms and invite them to learn more about TFN.  
We all meet women who are looking for some-
thing to do with their kids during the summer 
months and The Family Network may be just the 
thing they are looking for. 

 

Hereõs the scenarioéIõm at the Chick-fil A play-
ground.  My children are playing with some chil-
dren.  I find out from their mom that they just 
moved to the Dayton area.  TFN alarms go off in 
my head ð sheõs the perfect candidate for our 
organization!  So how do I tell her about our 
group without sounding like a stalker?  òGee 
lady, I see you are alone through the day with 
your two kids.  Would you like to give me, a 
stranger, your home address so I can send you a 
newsletter?ó  In todayõs world, that just doesnõt 
fly.  Below are some viable answers to this po-
tential dilemma in which we often find ourselves. 

 

Did you knowé? 

éinside this newsletter you will find our newly 
updated flyer?  (Nice, isnõt it?!)  Take it and post 
it where moms congregate and shop ð places like 
wall boards at grocery stores, restaurants, pre-
schools, doctorõs offices, gyms and libraries to 
name a few.  Basically, all the places you go.  The 
flyer as been uploaded to our website so itõs easy 
for you to print whenever you wish.  Just log 
onto our website and go to Files.  Keep a few in 
your car or purse to give to nice people you meet 
at the park or swimming pool. 

 

éyou can have some TFN business cards?  Just 
ask a Board member.  That is a handy way to let 
people know how they can learn more about 
TFN.  It lists our voice mail number and email 
address that will put them into contact with a 
New Member Rep.  The New Member Reps not 
only contact them to find out what they would 
like to get out of TFN and point them in the right 
direction within our group (like our very popular 
playgroups) but will also mail them a few  news-
letters to kick start their interest.  By the way, 
our newsletters are the eyes into our soul, so to 
speak.  Donõt be shy showing them off to your 
friends, either.   

éthe Number One method which we recruit 

new members is word of mouth from existing 
members?  Fifty-five percent of families that 
joined TFN in the past year were referred by a 
TFN member. 

 

ételling your friends and new people you meet 
about TFN isnõt limited to springtime?  Many of 
us are constantly talking about TFN to people we 
encounter.  We ask you to do the same ð make 
an effort to invite someone to learn more about 
us.  We donõt get fabulous new members by 
sitting around silently.  This organization has A 
LOT going on behind the scenes to keep it excit-
ing and beneficial for the entire membership.  So 
donõt forget to share your passion for TFN with 
moms you meet! 

 

If you have any questions or want any TFN mar-
keting tools please contact your New Member 
Reps, Lisa Kaser and Melissa Wagner, or any 
member of the Advisory Board. 

     Spring Membership Drive 

TFN Easter Party  

Come join the fun at the annual TFN Easter party. Party will be held at Shannon 
Dechantõs home on Saturday April 4th.  We will have food, crafts and an egg hunt for 
the kids. All we ask is that you bring your child's basket for the egg hunt. If your last 
name starts with A-R, please bring a side dish to share; if your last name starts with S-

Z, please bring a dessert to share.  The fun starts at 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Hope to see you all there, 
and as always the whole family is invited, so go ahead and bring dad too :) Please RSVP to Shannon 
Dechant, so she can have a head count. 
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TFN Work  
Co-op 

 
Do you have any big jobs around the house 
that you never seem to get to? Or jobs that 
you can't do by yourself? A couple of 
months ago, a few of us TFN members set 
up a work co-op. Right now, we have 9 
people in our group. We have helped two 
members deep clean and organize to get 
ready to sell their houses, and we helped 
another organize her storage area. Soon, 
we'll be helping others do gardening, paint-
ing, washing windows and more. Whatever 
hours you give, you get back. We have no 
set schedule but try to work around when 
the hostess needs help and one person 
watches and plays with the kids. So far, it's 
working wonderfully and it's a great way to 
get to know other members! If you would 
like to join us, e-mail Jan Gomez. 

Helpline Coordinator Needed 
  
TFN is seeking a Helpline Coordinator to 
help assist our members in the time of 
need.  The helpline can be activated when 
a new baby is added to the family, or in 
the event of a death, illness or injury etc..  
Members can provide meals or babysitting 
and your job would be to request and 
coordinate that help.  This is a good way 
to help out from home with no meetings 
to attend.  Tracy Rowland has been the 
coordinator for the past two years, but 
needs a replacement as she'll be moving 
on to other positions inside and out of 
TFN.  Contact Tracy if you'd like more 
info or if you are interested in filling  the 
position. 

Mega Moms' Sale Update 

 

 Planning is moving along 
smoothly with the Mega 
Moms' Sale, which will be 
on Saturday, June 13 from 
9-1 at St. Albert the Great Church in Ket-
tering. We have over 20 sellers but would 
like more! Our deadline for sending in 
seller agreements is approaching quickly 
on April 13. The sale could potentially be 
a big moneymaker for TFN. I'm predicting 
over $700 net profit! TFN members can 
help by a) selling, b) volunteering to help, 
and c) donating your gently used items. For 
more info, please contact Jan Gomez. 

 
This meeting will be on Thursday, April 
2nd at 7:30 pm.  Meetings are held at The 
Greene.  All members are welcome.  If 
youõd like to attend, RSVP to Alisha Gross.   
See you there! 
 
 

April Board Meeting  

Momõs garage Sale at St.  Albert 
the Great.  Contact  Jan Gomez  
to participate as a vendor. 

 

Spring Membership Drive: TFN 
will be advertising through real-
tors (new in town) and hospitals 
(new moms). Keep up the word 
of mouth, the more the merrier! 

 

Flower Sale: invite your family 
and friends to take advantage of 
these great deals. You can 
download and e-mail order forms 
to out of towners from the file 
section of our TFN Yahoo Group. 

Board Minutes 

March 2009 

 

TFN Playgroups  
 
Babies Playgroup 
Meets first and third Tuesday  
of the month at 12:30 
Contact: 
Amy White 
 
 
Toddler Playgroup  
Contact: 
Marcia Streithorst  
 
 
 
Preschool Playgroup 
Meets first Friday of the month 
Contact: 
Melissa  Wagner  
 

     
&ÒÏÍ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȣ Janet McKinley, Newsletter Editor 
 

Send creative work, recipes, craft or photos for the newsletter by the 15th of each  month. 
To submit an event for the TFN calendar, please send your event by the 10th of each month to Marcia Streithorst. 
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Sick of all the junk mail piling up in your mail-
box and home? While it's virtually impossible 
to stop all unwanted mail and catalogs, there 
are ways to seriously curtail the onslaught.  
  
It's worth the effort, when you consider that 
junk mail is a colossal waste of time and re-
sources (paper, energy, etc.). The average 
American household gets 848 pieces of junk mail 
a year, and we'll each spend about eight months 
of our lives dealing with it.   
  
The easiest and cheapest solution to stopping 
junk mail doesn't exist yet: A national Do Not 
Mail registry (similar to the Do Not Call list 
Congress created in 2003).  
  
In the meantime, here are some options worth 
trying while we wait for the government to take 
action. You'll have to decide for yourself how 
much time or money you're willing to spend and 
adjust your expectations accordingly. Don't ex-
pect to see significant results for the first 2 to 4 
months.  
   
Free services and DIY strategies  
  
Catalog Choice helps you control how many 
catalogs you get. The free service has a huge 
database of retailers that have agreed to honor 
requests. Some companies (Garnet Hill, Gaiam, 
CB2, and more) allow you to choose how many 
catalogs you'd like to receive in a year. So if you 

like flipping through catalogs featuring sale items 
or holiday gift ideas, you can still get them. It 
took me about 15 minutes to create an account 
and cancel a medium-sized stack of catalogs, 
although I'm pretty sure I'll have to do this again. 
I won't mind, since it was relatively painless and 
I felt a huge sense of satisfaction when I was 
done. 
  
ForestEthics helps you do the legwork yourself 
by giving you a relatively short list of direct mail-
ers to call or email. Click links to the Direct 
Marketing Association, Val-Pak, and OptOut-
Prescreen.com (to put an end to all those preap-
proved credit card offers), where you can re-
quest to have your address removed from vari-
ous lists. Some large junk mailers require you to 
make removal requests via U.S. Postal Service. 
Enter your name and address into this form to 
download request forms for each one. I printed 
out the PDF form, signed 18 pieces of paper, 
slipped them into envelopes, and popped them 
in the mail. Total time spent: 30 minutes (not 
including expected follow-up). Estimated cost 
for supplies and postage: $10. 
   
Eco-Cycle and Privacy Rights Clearing-
house also offer their assistance in helping you 
tackle junk mail on your own. Although I found 
the combination of Catalog Choice and Fores-
tEthics to be easiest for me, these might be eas-
ier for you. 
 

 Services you pay for  
41pounds.org, named for the amount of junk 
mail the average adult receives in a year, is a 
nonprofit that says it will get rid of 80 to 95% of 
unwanted catalogs and junk mail. Everyone in 
your household is covered for 5 years, even 
through name changes and moving. If you're not 
satisfied with the results, you can ask for your 
money back. Added bonus: $15 of the fee is 
donated to a charity of your choice. Cost: $41 
for 5 years ($8.20 a year). 
  
MailStopper (formerly GreenDimes) says it will 
stop up to 90% of your junk mail in 90 days. 
Includes catalogs, grocery store circulars, credit 
card offers, and more. Added bonus: The com-
pany plants five trees when you join. Cost: $20 
for 1 year. 
  
Stop the Junk Mail claims that it will reduce your 
junk mail and catalogs by up to 90%. Added 
bonus: One tree is planted for every new sub-
scription. Cost: $19.95 for 1 year.  
 
Environmental journalist Lori Bongiorno shares green-
living tips and product reviews with Yahoo! Green's 
users. Send Lori a question or suggestion for potential 
use in a future column. Her book "Green, Greener, 
Greenest: A Practical Guide to Making Eco-
Smart Choices a Part of Your Life" is available on 
Yahoo! Shopping and Amazon.com. 

Banish Junk Mail submitted by Tracy Rowland taken from Yahoo.com 

Momõs Night Out Spectacular  
Chocolate Themed Slumber Party  


